M“-’?""
M S

T ety I s

==

Fudependent T

g E=s m; ﬁ’r‘(!_m’ ..a.‘.’_-@__‘__ e, T

cmocrar.

YERMS, $3,

Yolume 2.

— e o T . P e mar e 3 ; —
FREE TRADE; LOW DUTIES; NO DHBE; SEPARATION FIOM BANKS; ECONOMY; RETRENCHMENT; AND STRICT ADHERENCE 70 THE coxstirerion.”—Calhoun. In Advance.
CANTON, MISSISSIPPIL, SATURDAY EVENING, MARCH 16, 1541, Number 27.
— [ = e : . _— —— : S— — e e o me mr—— e == o
The Independellt Democrat, purpose, and deposited in the east voom, [ind Me. Welles, of Philudelphia, had been m?d b,"” into the gun, was made by Cap- From Tait’s Magaszine. rasolve, he scized the extrnordinary IM‘;I
iain Stockton personally. By means of a LOVE STROMG IN DEATH. af deah, and in an instant drove the

4 EDITED AND TUTLISHED EVERY BATURDAY

BY E. G. HENRY.

— Three Dollars, invariably in
Poreons wishing to dizcontinue
e notlee thereof in writing
ived for a less time

TERMS
dvance.
il plensa give
No subseription rece

han six months.
.Aill'r‘riiﬂi'm#nm inzerted at the rate of

One Dollar per sqoart, (ten lines or less,)
ar the first insertion ,and fifly erutx a s5uare

ar each eantinuanae. )
Advertigements whieh are notlimited on

he manuscript, as to the nu_m’fxer of i_nm‘r-
jong, will he eontinned until ordered out,
nd charged accordingly.

Articles of a personal nature, whenever
Amitted, will be charged at the rate of
Twn Dollars for everyien lines for each
on.  Politicnl eireulars or pithlie ad-
(osses, for the benefit of individual per-
cofis O COMPANIPE, will he eharged as ad-
Vortispments, and at thie srame rategs,
Announeing Candidates for office will
e Ten Dollars cach.

Al Job Work mugt be
yorv,

Posiage on letters must be paid, or
will not he attended to,

n&e

paid for on deli-
they

Y — T I

From the Globe.
DIRASTER ON THE PRINCETON.

We stap the press tn annonnee a most
lamentable eatastrophe which ocenrred on
hoard the Princeton steamer this evening.
By the hursting of one of the great guns,
the Seeretary of State. Mr, Unshur; the
Seeretnry of the Navy, Gov. Gilmer, Com-
modare Kennon, Chief of the Bureau of
Canstruetion of the Navy; Virgil Mnxev,
s and Mr. Gardiner, of Southamnton,
New York, were instantly killed; and six
iilars are reported hadly wounded.  One
plthe President’s servants, a eolored man,
ins sinen died.,

Colonel Benton and Captain Stockton
are slightly injured, The accident hap-
eried nbont 3 o'clock. some two or three
i'es helow  Alexandria.  Col. Benton’s
jury arose not from any trangment of the
i, hut merely from the eoncussion. He
as n.'¢hl‘.' Lintt of the zon m,king ite Fnge
wen it firrd. e wag not sensible of the
unning effect until he had ealled for ail
b the bleeding sailors,  He was stunnerd
br o time, but was enalled to walk afier
pnching the shore, and hae given a dis-
et acenunt of the drendfil seene. Capt.,
tockton was burned by the powder, but
i serionsly injnred.

Captain Stockton having on sneeessive
hivs extended invitations o visit his ship
o the exeentive and enmmitters of Con-
roes, and then to both houses—invited the
idies of the city to an entertainment on
i#, which wns meant ns the gala-day of
his beautiful ship. Tt opened brightly,
but has closed in the most dreadful gloom
pver our community.  The only cireom-
tanee ealenlated to relieve the all-perva.
ling distress, is, that of the multitude of
adies who were on hoard the ship, not one
as injured. The happy exemption of
uch a multitude ol the tender sex, who
itnessed the havoe made in the midst of
hem of the most distingnished and belov-
d of their countrymen, while it brings
ome salace o the circle of their immedi.
te frienrs, cannot hut deepen the sympa.
hies which they, and the whole commiini-
v, feal for the bereaved families of those
ho have fallen. Mr. Upshur and Mr.
ilmer were idols ir: the happy family hy
‘hich ench was surrounded, The elder
hildren of Mr. Gilmer are just grown; the
ounger still in the nurse’s nrms. Com.
ennon, Mr, Maxey, and Mr. Gardiner are
Il torn from family endearments—from
ives and children.

We understand that Mrs. Gilmer was
pon the deck when her husband fell. It
vas the third discharge of the gun (and
ired at the request of Mr. Gilmer) that
burstit.  The daughter of Mr Upshur, se-
veral of the family of Com. Kennon, and
the daughters of Mr. Gardiner, were on
board the steamer; but none of them, ex-
cept Mra. Gilmer, were apprized of the
death of those most dear to them, until af-
tor their return tothe city, Almostall the
ladies were below, at dinner, when the
catastrophe occurred. Mrs, Gilmer was
brought to the ity almost ina state of
d straction,

There wera two hundred ladies on board,
and during the two discharges of the gun,
were on the deck; and many of them ap.
proiched verv nenr to oliserve the course
of the ball after it struck the water. Presi-
dent Tyler was there also, but had attend-
ed the ladies to dinner befure the third dis-
charge.

FURTHER PARTICULARS.

The bodies of the gent'emen who were
killed vesterday on bonrd the Princeton
were brought up this morning in the steam.
Yot Joseph Johnson, in the charge of a
Committee of army and navy officers and
Citizens, of whom Com. Shubrick was
Chﬂlf‘l"l'.lln. On reaching the steamboat
"f\arfm this city, the corpses were each
: pesited in n hearse, and n funeral pro-
"::F;m was formed, which proceeded to
e “resident’s mansion, wherethey were

teived by a committee appointed for the

where they will remain until the finerl.

ceared, and = mntking a very kind and

proper eancern for the feelings < Mheir be
reaved fumilies and fhiends.
We learn that the seamen who were

wounded, (nine in number) were sent ves

to the naval hospit. | near the navy-yord,
and that only one of themn is dangerously
(thongh not morinl y) wonnded.  The
others were injured Lut shightly, and are
ina fuir way of recovery,

A correspondent of the Puilidelphia
Ledger,who was one of the guests on board
the Princeton, gives the [llowing particu.
larg of the dreadlul seene:

To observe the effect of the ghot, 1
posted mysell on the nenrest larboard can-
nonnde gon, and the sqilors had erected a
kind of seaffolline tor the ladies to siaod
on by the side of me. One or twa lad
tnken their position there, and heside me
stond Mr. Beeretary Upshur, intent upon
witnesging the whole munauvre I ot

ed him my place. but he declined,
he preferred to stand where he  was—the
precise spot where an hour afterwards he
wie lorn to pieces,

Captain Stackton’s great gun was arnin
londed with shot, and another trinl made
of its strength and efficiency.  The gun
was pointe] to leeward, nnd tehind it stond
Capt. Storkton; a linde to the lefi of him
Me. J. W. Tyson, Assistant P. M. Gen. of
voureity.

By the sife of the latter, a lit'le behind
him, ¢tiod Me. Strickland, also of your ol-
tv, and a little to the right of, but behind
him, Col. Benton who had a lady with
him, and Judge Phelps, Senator (rom Ver-
mont.

At the leeward of the gun stond Judge
Upshar, Governor Gilmer, nnd 2 little ba.
hind them Mr, Maxev of Marvland, By
the side of him stood M, Gardner of N.
York, and Commodore Kennen of the Na
vy.
When the gun was fired the who'e ship
whouk. a densn clond of smoke enveloped
the whole groupon the forecasile; but
when this blew awav, an awful scene pre-
gented itzell 1o the view of tha spectator.

The lower part of the gun from the
trunniong to the breieh was blown off. Mr.
Upshur was badly et pver the eyesnd in
his Jees—his elothes were liternlly torn
from his body—he expired in nbout three
minntes.  Gov. Gitmer, of Vierinin, was
finnd equally hedily injurad. Heh dev.
idently hoen struck by the section of the
gon hefore it reached Mr., Upshur

Mr. Sykes, the member from New Jer-
sev, endeavared to raize him from the
ground but was unable. A mattiass was
procured, and he was placed on it; hefore
anv medical assistance could be procured
he was no langer among the living.

Mr. Maxey had his arms and one of his
legs cut off, the pieces of flesh hanging to
the mutilated limts, eold and bloodless, in
a mannertruly frightful. Tl died instant.

ly.

Mr. Gardner, of New York, and Com.
Kennon, lingered nbout half an houry but
they did not seam for n single moment 1o
be conscious of their fate, and expired nl-
most without a groan. The fligs of the
Union were placed over the dead budies ns
their winding sheets,

Behind the gun, the scene, though at
first equnlly distressing, was less alarming.
Chptain Stickton, who was knocked down,
almost instantly rose to hic & et und Jumy-
od on the wonden carriage to » ey the
whole eflect of the ealamity. All the huir
of hig head and face wag burnt ofF and he
stood calm and undizmnyed. but silentover
the wreek. [ addition to the deaths ol
ready wentioned, about a dozen anilors
were badly wounded: one was dead, and
behind him Col. Bentrn, Judge Phelps,
and Mr. Suickland, as if dead, cxu:mlud
upon the deck. On that side, by a singu-
lar contitenation of circumstances, Mre
Tygon of Philadelphia, was the only per-
gon who stoad his ground, thongh a piece
of the gun weighing about two [mun!l"o had
passed through his hat about 1wo inches
from his sku!l, and fallen down by the side
of him.

The 1ady who had Col. Benton's arm
was nctunlly hlnwn into the rigging, but
not hurt. Cul. Benton excliimed, immedi-
ately after hie fell, “Lor!, Tam hurt!” but
he was onlv stunnel, He was earried all
and placed on a matlrags, where Mrs. Ben-
ton and his friends administered to him
what aid they could, which, however, he
repeapentedly declined, saying there w.s
nothing the matter with him. Hetasieda
little brandy, and was soon after alle to
walk with some slight assistance, over the
railing of the ¢hip on board the steamboat
that took the company to Washington.—
Judge Phelps, of Verm nt, had his hat
blown or knocked off; and the butions

ed his position.

terday, soon after the explosion tonk plaee, |

Miss Woodbury and Miss Cooper, who,
in company of Captain Reed of the Army,  exception simply of putting the powder

This we consider o just respect for the de- | but Miss Woodbiny, (the heantiful and

|

SV INg | wae that which filloweil.

his eoat torn, but he was not otherwise in-|
jured, Mr. Strickland of Philadelphia was | the inventor; but
not at all injured, and instaztly recover-|

stunding on a leeward gun, were not hurt;

necomplished danghiter of the Senator rim
New Hampshire,) had her whole fice
sprinkled with blood, which, however, we
are glad 1o say, was not her own.

Such was the toree of the explosion, that
the starbonrd nnd larhonrd bulwarks were
literally shattered, nnd that part of the gun
I deseribed was blown into twentv or thir.
Iy picces besides the two principal see-
tong,

Jndge Wilkins was only saved l:y n wits
ticism of his.  He had taken his stand by
the side of Gov. Gilmer, but some remiarks
falling from the lips of the Iaiter, and per-
peiving that the pun was aboutto le fired,
e exelaimed, “Thongh Seeretary of war,
1 don’t like this firing, and believe that |
il run.”  Sosaving he rerreated, suil-
ing the netion to the worll, and was saved

The Prosident himself bad taken his po-
gition hot a few minnles previons, precisely
where Goy. Gilmer was killed; but for
some reason or other went aft, and was
thite providentially spvrd

The most heart.rending ecena however,
The two daogh-
tera of Mr. Gardiner of New York, were
hoth an board, and lamented the deaty ol
their father, while Mrs. Giliner from whom
they in vain attempted 1o keep the dread-
fu! newa of the death of her hustand, pre-
sented truly a spectacie fit to be depeted
by n tragedian.,

= There she snl on denls, with her hair
dishevelled, pale ns death 'aftrn;:ulinqwilh
her feelings, and with the dignity of a wo-
mn—=her lipe quivering, her eyes ixed

tnekle fixed to the breach, a motion wis
aiven to ihe gan similar w that imparted by
a henvy swell, and when it reached the
pomt indicated it was discharged. The
bill inthis eare travelled about two miles
betore it hit the water, and then bounded
several times,  The Princeton went down
the river as far a5 Mt. Vernon. In going
down, the “pence maker” was discharged
three times, and in returning twice.
wOnthe fourth fire the ball struck on
the land, and its effect was lost sight of by
those on hoard—so the party demanded
another fire, and respectfully requested
the Captain to put in o litle more powder
this time. Before ficing for the fitih and
last time, the Captain #aid he should tike
the sense of the company. *“All those in
favur of another fire will sny, Aye The

posed to another fire will say, No” Nt a
selitary voice,

wTiie Ayes have it said the Captaing
of huve the assent of Congress, and ' |

alf resounded with *Ave " All those op- l

BY CHENEZER ELLIOTT.

[This poem is founded on a fact, wit-
nessod by a friend of the author. A boy.
when at the point of death, reguested lhis
wiother that she would give Lim something
10 keep for her sake.]

The broither of two sisters
Drew painfully his breath;
A strange fear had comeo'er him,
For love was strong in death.
The fire of fatnl fever
Durned darkly on his cheek;
And often to his mother
He spoke or tried o speak.

He said, “The quict moonlight,
Beneath the shadowed hill,
Seem'd dreaming of good angels,

While all the woods were sill;

go uhead” DPolably filly pounds ol
powder went into the “peach maker' this
tiae.  As before, the gun was fired
Ly the Capain himself,
probubily, four miles before it struek, It

«One of these guns. the »Oregon, was
marcufactired in Bogland,  The other,
wPence-Muoker,” was made in New Yok,
and is by far the better piece of workman-
ship of the two.

“The Captain told me that when he ap-
plied to the manufacturer to do the job, he
(the manulucturer) deelared  that it could

ani uplurnml. withoot atenr, only !}mcnr-
ners a little mnist, soliloquising, “Oheer-
triplv not'—Mr. Gilmer eannot be dend!
Wha would dare to injure lam? Yes oh
Lard, have merev upon me! Oh Lord
have merey on him!” And then still more
apparently calm an! seoming to be col-
leeted, with the finies tenting her heart
within, 1 beseech ve, gentiemen, to tell
me where my hushand ig?”

“Oh, impossihle 1==imnassil le! —amil he,
enn he be dendl—impresibict™ 1

Hore My, Senater Rives of Virgivi,
drow near. iy

“Come near, Mr. Rives," <ha said in n
sift whisper. which resembled Oplelin®s
madness, %ol me where my hushang j<=—
10ll me whether he iz dead--now rmhml’\.
Mr. Rives, thisis impnsnibh}--iﬁ it notsul

M: Doy staad specehiloss the tears ick-
ol tell you, Mr.

ling down his cherks,
Rives, it is impunuihlv." she almost 8¢ revech
od: and then again modernting her vace,
“Now o, Mr. Rives, tell his wite wheher
her hushand lives ?  Here severnl ladies
exelnimed, 40 God grant tha! she may he
alle toerv. It would certuinly relieveher
eome. 1f not she must die of a broten
henrt."

The Precident, Rohert Tvler, John Ty-
ler, jr. and manv cther officers remaired
on board the Princeton when wa left.

There were hut fwo snrgesns on honrd
at the time of the dizaster.  Dr. Thonms
and Dr. Hunt the regular physicians of the

ship. FEvery altention was shown lo e
wounded,

The fullowing particulars respecting the
firing and  maragement of the immense
guns on board the Princeton, will be rexd
with incrensed interest at this time. They
are eontained in a letter giving an accoun!
of the excursion which the Princeton
made, with n large party of visiters, on
the 20ih Fehruarv, just eight days before
the fatnl event ol Wednesday evening.

“ A short distance below  Alexandria
the Captain gave orders 1o load the “peace
maker” with powder and ball.  This gun
is s'ntioned in the bow of the ship, onn
revolving earringe, so that it may be fired
tfrom either side.  An ordinary charge ol
pawder for it, 1s thirty poonds. Tt carrios
a ball weighing two hundrad and twenty-
five pounds; and such is the precision with
which it may be fired, as aseeitained from
actoal experiments, that the Captain will
ruarantee to hit un object the size of a
horshead, in the water nine times in ten,
at a distence of half a mile.

“The pun being loaded, the first thing
is to ascertain the precise distance of the
object ta be fired at This is done by
means of an  instrument, constructed un-
der trigonometrical principles, the seale
on which indicates the distance at a
glance. The nextthing is to give the gun
the proper elevation.  Thisdone by menns
of a sell acting lock, on an arm of which is
a scale which indicates the precise elova-
tion which is necessary to reach a given
distance with the ball. A spring on the
top of the lock is then brought up to the
point indicated, the hammer is oulled
back, and at the very point of time when
by the ship’s motion the gun reaches that

puini, and never before nor alterwards,
the gun is of itself discharged. Tha pre.

of| cise means by which thiz is effvcted, are

knownonly to the Navy Department and

to me to be incalvuluble.

“All the prepiration for firing, with |hc‘

not be done; and it was not until Captain
Stockton hiad promised him that e wonld
pny all the expense of an attompt out of his
own poeket, that the manuineturer would
con<ent to mnke ntrial,  Before o month
hd elasped citer this, however, the nan.
w'nctue v secing thay it was erfvelly,

in the matter as the Caprrin hinscll was.”

evplosion of the gun an board the Prince.

and nre thus reporied:

wI'l.e Committee, nf the request of Cap:
tiin Stoekton, proceedod ty examine wits
nesses, as 1o the causes ot the explosion,
and aceording'y ealled upon the officers
whese duty wis most immngately con.
nected with the loading of the gun, for
stuch infurmution us they had o give.

sLieut, Hunt, ordnance offive in charge
of the prent guns, ropresent that he load-
ed the gun himsell, with ot vonty-five
pounds of powder--the w-ual clinrge le-
ing thirty pounis. Over the powler was
placed a single shot, with the ustal pum-
ber of wads. That the persous nearest
the gun at the time of the explosion were
Capt, Stockt=, Mr. Kiog, the gunner of
the ship, and himeell.

“Lientenant Hunt nlso states that this
oun has bLeen repentedly fired witha
charge of thirty-fiva pounds of powder.
and once in New York, with a charge of

Lounded fificen times on the ice, inthe |
course of whieh it performed a hall cirele. |

| practicable, bevame as greatan vl usinst |

|
|

1o were investipnted by a Commuitee, |

The ball went. |

: i
Tha ciroupcisnuaus acnnnt wd with the

forty.nine pourds.

“In the statements of Lieutenant Hunt,
Mr. King, the gunner of the ship eoneurs,
Mr. King is n blacksmith by trade, and is
of apinion that the gun was indifferently

| made of iron of an inferior qually.

wThe Committee, as well (rom 1he fore-
gniny testimony, ns from their own person-
ul abservation and examination hefore and
aftor the nechlent, have no Lesitation in
exanerating Captain Stackton nnd every
offizor and man under Lis eamman], feom
the sligthtest imputation of  rishness or
carelessness, and nre unanimously of opin-
jon that this melancholy event rests upon
eauges over which they could huve no con-

trol.
W. BRANFORD SHUBRICK,
Chairmnn.
Jous T. MeLavanriy, Secretatry.
TRADE WITH TEXAS,
By an order from the Texnn government
all foreign vessels teading upon the Sabine

are compelled to pay a tonnage duty of &1
per ton; and a revenue vulter, the Santa

river to enforce the order. A battery on
the Texas side of the river 18 now erceting,
and two long nines have been brought for
ite dofence. Itis intended to bring all
vessels to, that may be bound in or out and
enforee the order.  Capt. Taylor, of the
1. 8. Cuttes Vigilant, writes to the New
Orlenns eollector that if any American ves-

who may reccive ‘lexas cotten on bonrd, |+

Anna, has heen sent to the mouth of the !

sel shall be seized, he will not only retake
it, but captare tho Texan vessel.-Reform-
er.
THE WHIG'S PRAYER.
Give me a Bank—a paper Bank;
The best machine far saring labor;
For who would 10il and mwreat himself,
When there'sa chance to sweat his
neighbor!

the fact is indisputa-| g, 1oy yg have a bank, my boys,
ble, and the value of the invention scems

A fortune thus we all may win,
I.ike lillies of the valley live,
Who toil not, ncither do they spin,

blade of the chisel into his brenst!

The hair rmse uwpon Shrevack®s hend,
and frigrht avread, like a sheet of snow o-
ver bis face,

‘Kirgston! Kingston! my dear fellow—
vou d—d rageal, Kingston! do you want to
ave me huog!—Hold on—don’t you die
till T eall somebady?

Shrvack ran to the door, and called liks
a madman to some people across the
slreet.

‘Hallo! here! say von Mister! all you
stupid people! make haste over here, or
there’ll be a murder!

The people erowded into Kingston's
house,

‘Don’t die Kingston! Don't chigel mo
that way! Don’t die till you tell them who
did it?

H did it myself) said Kingston

*Thern, thas? 4
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